
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

On a recent Sunday our Gospel lesson was the parable of the 

Sower and the Seed from Matthew 13. The soil, Jesus explains, 

is anyone who hears the message of the Gospel. Now think 

about that for a moment. You and I are the soil in this parable. 

We are soil, potentially rich soil, productive soil.  

 

“The seed sown along the path,” Jesus says, “is anyone who 

hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it. 

The evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their 

heart.”  

 

“The seed falling on rocky ground,” Jesus explains, “refers to 

someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 

But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When 

trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly 

fall away.”  

 

“The seed falling among the thorns,” says the Master, “refers to 

someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 

deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.”  

 

It’s all a matter of trust, isn’t it? Who, or what, do you put your 

trust in? Who, or what, is the most important thing in your life? 

What is your number one priority?  

 

People with this kind of soil never really focus on God and what 

God expects out of them. God is basically irrelevant to their 

world.  
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Dr. Greg Herrick writes, “I wonder how many of us will stand 

before the Father someday, saying, ‘If only I’d known, if only 

I’d known...how much you loved me.’ God has made it 

abundantly known how he feels about a relationship with us.” 

But it’s too easy to put other things before God.  

 

But there is a final group of people in Jesus’ parable. “The seed 

falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and 

understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”  

 

That is the wonderful thing about seed sown on fertile soil. It 

can lead to a harvest bountiful beyond imagination.  

 

Writer Bruce Larson, in his book Ask Me To Dance, tells about 

a young African woman named Maria who came to the U. S. 

from Angola. One day she went to a meeting on evangelism at 

the church she was attending. Maria was asked what they did in 

her church in Angola to spread the Gospel.  

 

“In my church,” said Maria, “we don’t give pamphlets to people. 

We just send one or two Christian families to live in a village. 

And when people see what Christians are like, then they want to 

be Christians themselves.”  

 

This is who we are. We are sent out into the world to produce a 

crop, yielding so much more than what was sown. As we live 

out our faith people will see what Christians are like and want to 

be Christians themselves. Then the kind of soil that they are will 

be changed, to those who hear the Word, apply it to their lives, 

and become fruitful disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark   



August Worship Schedule 
Sundays in August 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, August 17, 2017. 

Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on the bulletin board in 

the church narthex (entryway). Council minutes are also available in 

the church office.  

Giving $123,972.65 

Expenses $114,200.62 

Mission Support $7,504.14 

Net Income  $2,267.89 (through July 25, 2017) 

 

Any church committee meeting may be attended by anyone. You do 

not have to be a member of that group to attend their meeting. We 

encourage you to attend the meeting(s) of your choice. All 

committees will meet in the church lower level unless otherwise 

stated. If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, 

please direct them to a committee member, especially the council 

representative to that committee.  

 

Rooted Mission Trip 
(Excerpts from the Luther League’s Mission Trip 

presentation on June 18.) 

 

Pastor Mark: 

Ephesians 3:16-19 
16 

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that 

you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through 

his Spirit,  
17 

and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are 

being rooted and grounded in love.  
18 

I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 

saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  
19 

and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that 

you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 



This was the theme for our recent mission trip to Las Vegas, Nevada; 

Phoenix, Arizona; and Nogales, New Mexico; “Rooted and Grounded 

in Love”.  

 

250 youth and adults gathered under the theme of being rooted and 

grounded in God’s love, taking time from their busy schedules to 

travel to Nevada and Arizona to serve God. There was one day we 

wore our purple t-shirts with the rooted and grounded in love on them. 

It was a day we focused on the homeless population in Las Vegas. 

Several people came up and asked who we were and why we were 

there. It was a wonderful way to show by our actions that we came all 

the way from Iowa to serve God. 

 

Nick Sandeen: Before we went on the trip we had several fundraisers, 

and we sold casseroles. We thank you for your support during all the 

fundraisers.  

 

About 250 people gathered for the mission trip. We brought one of 

the straw goats, and named it Kevin and took pictures with him 

everywhere we would go. We went to the Hoover Dam. We were on 

the memorial bridge, and the border between Nevada and Arizona. 

We saw the turbines of the Hoover Dam and outside of the Hoover 

Dam. They have two 40 ton bronze statues that have toes. It is said 

that if you touch all twenty toes you will have good luck for the rest 

of your life so we held hands and stretched across so we could touch 

all twenty toes at once. On Monday we worked on homelessness. 

 

Rory Wagner, Elle Larson, Talon Newton, and Landan Provino: 

Almost 600,000 people in the U.S. are homeless. Over a half a million 

people were living on the streets and cars and in homeless shelters 

just in this last January. It alarmed us to find out that over 1,000 

people live underground in the sewers just in Las Vegas. They bring 

all their stuff down there, and their couches and appliances, even 

kitchen stoves. We got a little taste of what it was like to help out and 

now that we have, we are going to bring that back to our home lives. 

We have very blessed lives and we want to share it with those that are 

less fortunate. We have already talked about certain situations in our 

home town that we can help out in. We have discussed that it’s kind 

of embarrassing for some people and how to deal with those 

situations.  

 



The homeless shelter that we visited was specified to US veterans 

who are inflicted with crippling mental disorders, physical disabilities 

and financial struggles. It’s hard for these veterans to return to a 

normal life after what they have endured in risking their lives to fight 

for our country and fight for our freedom. They deserve more than the 

same kindness in return. What we did was organize all the clothes that 

they have. They have donated clothes because some of the veterans 

don’t have anything but what is on their back. So we measured all the 

clothes and made sure they were all the same size so they can go in 

and get some shoes and clothes and backpacks and stuff.  

 

One of the groups was walking by and witnessed a homeless man 

who was on the sidewalk and halfway in the street. He was 

unconscious so that group called 9-1-1. He had a high fever, he was 

extremely dehydrated and he did not have food in his system for 

many days. This was in Las Vegas. Everyone who saw him ignored 

him; a local said he has been there for many days. The group that 

called 9-1-1- saved his life. These people are brothers and sisters in 

Christ and it is our Christian obligation to offer our hand to those that 

are in need.  

 

We did many other tasks for the vets but we really wanted to do more 

so we are going to bring that knowledge back to our community. 

Thank you for your loving support in this life changing experience.  

 

The other group helped in the kitchen where they provide meals for 

the vets. Running this it is pretty chaotic because they have a lot of 

people to feed. So when they wash dishes it is pretty hard to put them 

back where they need to go, so we helped them re-organize them and 

made sure everything was clean.  

 

Sabrina Moody, Hannah Schinstock, BJ Rodgers: Human and sex 

trafficking. On Wednesday, in Phoenix we were given the opportunity 

to hear from Leah Rogers, a former victim of sex trafficking. Leah 

was raised in an unstable family and emotionally and physically 

scarred at a young age. When taken advantage of as a teenager, she 

believed that it was simply how a man shows a woman that he loved a 

woman. Manipulated, tortured and scarred, she was forced to work for 

that man and follow his instructions. No matter how harmful, because 

he had her son. As any mother would, she chose to protect her child 

over protecting herself. After nearly three years of separation, she and 



her son were reunited when she was arrested with the man who had 

absolute control over her. She faced twenty-one felonies and seven 

years in prison until she spoke up about what the man had done. Her 

charges were dropped after praying to God that she could have her 

son. A postcard was sent to her two weeks before her plea that said “I 

have your son”. She now is an author, a speaker and a strong mother. 

While Leah’s strength and ability to fall to God in times of struggle, it 

truly showed us God’s ability to move mountains.   

 

We were also struck by the horrific things these victims go through. 

We went to a home for girls ages 11-17 and helped them remove 

weeds from their lot, because they were going to expand. It was eye 

opening to learn that the girls that are victims of sex trafficking 

average the age of 13 when abducted. After learning all of this new 

information, we decided the best way to help in our community is to 

inform. To educate people so they can see the wrong sides to try to 

prevent sex trafficking. Prevent this terrible thing from happening to 

more people.  

 

Nick Sandeen, Jack Moody, Hallie Sandeen: We will discuss 

immigration from Mexico to the United States. There are many 

Mexicans and Central Americans that flee violence and try to support 

their families. Legal means of becoming a United States American 

citizen are extremely lengthy for Mexicans and the waiting list is over 

twenty years, while other countries it can be less than ten. 

 

We learned that crossing the border is really hard and people risk their 

lives trying to get to the USA. They do this for reasons like providing 

for their family, trying to get back to their family, and also seeking 

safety. This is a very dangerous route because of the dangerous heat, 

dehydration, and dangerous terrain. They showed us a picture of body 

bags, showing shelves with many bodies’ remains in them and its 

impacting me because many families want closure. The people that 

worked with us they help them find closure because they go through 

the remains to try to find DNA to try to identify the remains.  

 

At the church they showed us a picture of a pastor that moved to the 

USA legally and got married and had kids. But then he got deported, 

he came back illegally because it would have taken years to do it 

legally and he made it back illegally and then he got deported and he 



tried to do it again but then he went missing and is still missing after 

several years later.  

 

Another thing we did in this sector was write letters of encouragement 

for those immigrants that are being held in detention centers. In our 

letters we offered words of encouragement and told them what we 

were doing on this mission trip; just little things to brighten their day.  

 

It is very difficult for the people to cross the border illegally, whether 

they are trying to get back to their family or support their family or 

escape violence. At the border there is a wall or fence already from 

Texas to Arizona and then from California to Arizona. The only 

places in Arizona there are fences is towns that are on the border. This 

is because it is very mountainous and it would be very hard to build 

those walls along there, so they figure that it would be hard for a lot 

of people to pass through there. So a lot of people will end up dying 

that pass through there. If a wall were to be built there, the Mexican 

cartel would have more power and it would be even harder for people 

to pass through and they would be taken advantage of trying to flee 

violence and return to their families. Thank you for listening to us and 

for your support.  

 

Social Ministry 
The next meeting for the Social Ministry Committee will be on 

Thursday, September 21 at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Property/Kitchen Committee 
The remodeling of the Parish Hall kitchen should begin August 14 

and run through September 2. During this time, please refrain from 

entering the kitchen of the Parish Hall. Should you need access, 

please contact the church office. The Parish Hall will not be rented 

during the time of renovation. 

 

Evangelism Committee 
The Evangelism Committee will meet on Tuesday, August 15 at 5:30 

p.m. 

 

Put Sunday, October 22 on your calendar as the day that the 

Evangelism Committee hosts a hayride for the church and 

Swedesburg community. Meet at the parish hall for the rides and yard 



games from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., as well as enjoying roasting hot dogs 

over a bonfire. Bring a friend! 

 

Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

July 2 68 July 9 96 

July 16 91 July 23 79 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

July 2 $4,731.00 July 9 $1,809.00 

July 16 $3,953.00 July 23 $1,784.38 

 

There are several openings to provide altar flowers in August and 

September. If you have garden flowers or would like to provide other 

flowers, please contact the church office. 
 

Radio Sponsorship 
Our radio sponsors for August 

  6 Craig & Peggy Grothe 

13 Louise Unkrich 

20 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

27 Arvid & Joan Anderson 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services”, and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may find the church calendar on the website. Changes are made 

to it as they occur. Check out our website! 

 

Cemetery Monument Decorations 
Just a reminder, the Swedesburg Cemetery policies include the 

following "Decorations placed for Memorial Day and other occasions 

will be disposed of within two weeks of being placed." "All other 

decorations must be on a hook or stone-mounted." Please pick up the 

decorations that are placed on the ground within two weeks, if you 

want to keep them.  

 

Parish Hall Rental 
If your family or group has recurring events that you wish to take 

place at the Parish Hall, you or your organization needs to schedule 

those events each year with the church office. Any event over a year 

out is difficult to track for the church office. Should you have any 

questions regarding the rules or fees for renting the Parish Hall, you 

may refer to your Yearbook and Membership Directory, page 37 or 

contact the church office at 319-254-2216. 

 

Internet at the Church 
The internet at the church now has increased speed. It is now at 10 

meg. Along with that is a new password. Should you need the 

password contact the church office at 254-2216 or email the office.  

 

We now have a leftover modem which was placed in the church in 

2016. If you could use this modem, please let the church know. The 

first person to ask the office about it can have it. It is intended for 

speeds up to 6 meg, but Windstream thought some church member 

may like to have the modem, so they left it for us. It was new in 2016. 

 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kits 
Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook. 

LWR School Kits are sent to places where even the few required 

school supplies may be more than a family can afford. Pencils and 

paper can help write a positive future. 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


 

The Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(WELCA) need your help filling school bags for Lutheran World 

Relief. Through LWR we can reach out to those in need. To the 

children who receive school kits, these supplies mean the difference 

between getting an education or not. Our local WELCA purchases the 

necessary school bags to hold these supplies. All items should be new 

and in good condition. A box will be set up in the narthex (entryway) 

for these supplies.  
 

Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages or 

your congregation’s name, any items decorated with a U.S. flag, 

patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces, 

including camouflage. All items should be new and in good condition. 

The items that are needed include: 

 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper 

approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one 

side and inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 

 One 2½” eraser 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades 

work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with 

a rubber band 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together 

with a rubber band  

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

Last day school kit donations will be accepted will be October 15
th

. 

There will be a box in the narthex (entryway) of the church for these 

school kit supplies. Thank you for any donation you can make. 



 

Blood Drive 
The July blood drive registered 12 donors and collected 11 units! This 

is great and we saved over 40 lives with those units! A big thanks to 

Ruth Meth for her delicious treats. Everyone enjoyed them. Thanks 

Ruth and Deb Derby for manning the sign-up for the next drive.  

 

The next blood drive will be September 26 from 3-6 p.m. at the Parish 

Hall. To schedule an appointment call Stacy Speidel at (319) 986-

5128 or register online at www.bloodcenterimpact.org. The last date 

to donate elsewhere is August 1, 2017. Use Sponsor Code 5185 to 

schedule online. 

 

 

Ngaeni Church in Tanzania 

 
 

 

Address Change? 
If you change your mailing address, please let the office know as soon 

as possible. For every returned newsletter we get for an incorrect 

address, we are charged 59 cents. 

  

http://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/


The Churchmen Meal and Ice Cream Social 
The Churchmen Meal and Ice Cream Social has been changed to 

Tuesday, August 8th at 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Freewill donations 

will be accepted. Everyone is invited to attend. 

 
 

Luther League 
Just a reminder that the Luther League continues to collect pop bottles 

and cans as a fundraiser. Collection boxes are in the east entrance to 

the church. Thank you for your donations! 



 
 

Vacation Bible School  

Maker Fun Factory 

Created by God, Built a Purpose 
 

 



 
 

Vacation Bible School  

Maker Fun Factory 

Created by God, Built a Purpose 
 

 



 

 

Back to School Month 

School is right around the corner! But imagine being a child or teen 

with an emotional or behavioral disorder. This time of year can be 

extremely stressful. They are afraid they won’t be able to concentrate 

or fit in at their school. They worry about the transition adjusting to a 

new classroom routine. 

 

Did you know Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) partners with schools 

across the state to provide mental health services right in their 

communities? Our therapists can work one-on-one with children 

while our Behavioral Health Intervention Services team is there to 

collaborate with families in their home and develop skills like anger 

management and decision-making.  

 

We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we respond 

together to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service! If 

you would like to learn more about how you can give a gift and 

support these crucial services, please contact Deb Whitford, Lutheran 

Services in Iowa director of philanthropy and church relations, at 

deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org.  

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

  

mailto:deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://lsiowa.org/


 

Happier, healthier families 

For years, Bia struggled with her daughter’s behaviors. McKenna, 8, 

lashed out against authority, and tempers regularly flared at home. “It 

took a little more time to work with her on anything,” Bia said.  

 

Bia couldn’t find a way to help gain control of her child, and she 

became more and more frustrated. That’s when her DHS social 

worker recommended LSI’s Families Together program. Through the 

program, Bia regularly meets with her Families Together worker, 

Gaylene. Together, they are working on what Bia calls a “three-step 

technique.”  

 

“Whenever a possible argument comes along, I start by telling 

McKenna to go take a break and reset herself. Then I can go calm 

down and eventually, we can talk it out,” Bia says. “It’s teaching both 

of us. My main goal right now is to learn how to better handle 

McKenna and better handle myself.”  

 

Bia is also practicing the technique with her younger daughter, Brynn, 

which she says is “working perfectly.” It’s drastically improving the 

way her family communicates, and Bia says she has recommended 

Families Together to any friends looking for guidance.  

 

“I love the program,” she says. “I love how it works and I know if I 

have questions, they can give me advice on how to go about things.”  
 

Thank you’s 
Thank you so much for your kind graduation gift. The cross will be a 

great reminder to stay grounded when things get overwhelming. 

Thank you again for everything. 

Leah Johnson 

 

Dear Pastor Mark and SELC: Thank you so much for your donation 

toward S.O Fun Day! Thank you also for your help on the planning 

committee and your help on Saturday! Together we put on another 

great event! 

Kelly 

Healthy Henry County Communities 

  



August Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  1 Mike Sells 

 Margaret Swenson 

 Jacob Tolander 

  2  Mike Honts 

 Andrew Rauenbuehler 

  3  Steve Olson 

  4  Casey Simpson 

  5 Paul Jacobson 

 Lisa Kempf 

  6  Delores Olson 

 Jonathan Sharp 

  7 TaVence Whitaker 

  8 Matthew Anson 

 Anne Burnham 

  9 Linda Proctor 

10 Michelle Kelley 

 Kolbein Ostby 

11 Kent Alvine 

 Kay Trager 

 Louise Unkrich 

 Rory Wagner 

12 Don Riley 

 Dane Beichter 

13 Kai Brownholland 

15 Karla Crawford Kerr 

 Cuyler Mullin 

 Wayne Woline 

16 Emily Kann 

18 Mark Johnson 

 Carly Mullin 

 Daniel Zoss 

19 Shirley Krabill 

 Gary Johnson 

 Jared Tolander 

20 Dave Diers 

26 Madecyn Anderson 

 Ron Reid 

28 Aaron Tolander 

29 Todd Johnson 

31 Ella Kann 
 

 

August Anniversaries 

We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  4 Malcolm and Glenda Alvine 

  4 Brendan and Brandelle     

  Unkrich  

  7 Glenn and Lynn Graf 

  9 Brandon and Renee Jones 

13 Christopher and Lisa Olson 

15 Mike and Sherry Honts 

16 Tim and Linda Proctor 

18 Mike and Karen Wells 

19 Bill and Jean Molander 

25 David and Suzanne Hult 

29 Dean and Laura Craig 

31 Mike and Ruth Lindeen 

 

 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



 

 

We pray for all our church members throughout the year. Each week 

we will pray for about five church families. Please pray in July for: 

 

 

August 6: 
Joel & Megan Mickey, Mina 

Steven Mickey 

Tom & Sharon Miller 

Betty Molander 
 

 

 

August 13: 
Bill & Jean Molander 

Cassandra Molander, Quinn Scarff 

Dianne Molander 

Margaret Molander 

Emily Moody, Sabrina and Jack 
 

 

 

August 20: 
Chris Morgan 

Josh & Kelly Morgan, Elsie 

Coleen Mullin 

Dale Mullin 

Daniel & Emma Mullin, Delilah 
 

 

 

August 27: 
Derek & Tina Mullin, Caden, Charlize and Cuyler 

Helen Mullin 

Jason &Tara Mullin, Carly and Dylan 

Marcy Naber, Olivia and Lincoln 

Andrew & Katarina Niemann, Owen 
 

  

 



 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  
 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  
 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to Pastor Debner for leading us in worship on July 2. 

 

 to the volunteers that assisted with the Vacation Bible School and 

to Becky Rauenbuehler for leading us! 
 

 to the volunteers who provided their time to make sandwiches, or 

delivered meals during the summer sack programs for The 

Fellowship Cup and the WACO summer sacks. 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 
 Richard and Jean Anderson re-joined Swedesburg Evangelical 

Lutheran Church May 31, 2017. Welcome back to the Andersons! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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